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FRIS~48046-8H
6 April 88

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Forei gn Broadcast Information Service
THROUGH ¢ Chief, Operations Group

SUBJECT ¢ Monthly Report —-— Nicosia Bureau —— March 1986

I. GENERAL

The new Cyprus government headed by Yeoryious Vasiliou conlinued
its settling-in process during March with very few signs of any
significant departure from the policies of the former Eyptianow
administration. Im view of Comnunist support for the new president., one
of our fears was that the new government might give a hard loal: at
continued FERIS activity in Cyprus. However, this was quickly put Lo rest
when early in the month the enbassy received & Note Verbale from the GOC
suggesting that we once again get together with the GOC to discuss an
increase in ouwr annual Honorarium payment. The embassy responded that we
are prepared to discuss Lhe issue whenever the GOC can fiu a date. Tlies
texts of both Notes Verbale were transmitted to Washington.

II. OPERATIONS

1. Monvi torial 7F
1. Wi th the
e Armenia and foerbai jan, the bureaw s ahi
SGenior I 51 Al mend an Mond tor took over the dail Yy owabche on Yer @van and
Hakuw Domestic and International Serv lLees as March drew to a close y Wit
assietance {ron almost all sections of Che bur ean. BREC Armend e/ e
monid tor Mark Sarafyan remained on TDY in Wi costa all marnbhv, wnlil 30
PMlarch, the day before his cetiroenent . The bureaw kept open walch on Uhe
radios for several sl fb DAY in the montlc and again on the ni ght of
: 4 Marche when London alerted us Lo w report that the Armenian peaty
chief had made a televised ap peal to bthe people Lo remain calm and Lo
refrain from holding « planned demonslrab i O 26 Marcl. dekzor e
Yerevan did nobt carey Lhe r eport during our open watch, bul did o arry  Lhe
item later Lhe next morni N

Lon continuing in the Soviel Repuld ios of
6 Mond tor/Russian FoniLor and

Additional positions were hooked wp o bhe 10—l
recorder o thalb Daku and Yeroevan Domestic Services could be recorded from
Sigre-on o sign-ofd dad ]y, fe Lhe Fersian/sormenian Monitor  Lieqgon
preparing to bake over the bull of e Latiu/ Versvan walch and eesimed
Lutorial o ions Lo polish wuw | rusty Arwendian sl lle, Lhie bor esan weas
Ferft wilh only one full-tima Fersian moni tor ., o ¢ 2o wor kb ol Lle
BIG assumed coverage of owr Lo ear ) y morning casts from tehran Domestic
Harvice as of 2 Mar ol A coverage plan was ablished under which some
Azer i anc Russian e G owi bl e phone pat oled Cleer BRI dbadd Ly, adkidd i oried)
Baku dnternational Service casts will be o reckad daily by Lhe e o
contract turlish/ceeri moni Lor . and addi i Miad reliance will be placod o
Arabic and ather | Arvyliacg e ver sions fram Lhe ) oadi which will he comparonl
Lo Armenian versions Lo ease Lhe rmend Ate won Eload and @nsur e e
reliability of itemns produced from Srmenian .
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2 Reports of Saudi Arabia s purchase of Chinese "Gil kworm"
missiles and Israeli threats to destroy them led to a headguarters rrequest
on 26 March for a special watch on Saudi television for reports on Lhe
missiles Nicosia Bureau started an apen watch on the Saudi televiaion
First Program from satellite, established the current schedule of
newscasts, and then maintained daily coverage of three dafly programs into
early April. HNeither Nicosia nor Banglkok, however , were able to observe
the Second Frogram, which had been seen on satellite in recent months.

: 2+ The renewed "war of the cities" between Tehran and Baghdac
raged throughout the month. Irag’s new ability to strike Tehran with
missiles prompted much reaction among lranian leaders and in Te i an
media, much of it directed against the Soviet Urnion, which supplies Irag
with "Scud" missiles. Iran’s criticism of the USSK was the subiect of a
16 March Trends article. The war continued along the fronts as well, with
fran reporting the liberation of Halab jah on 17 March and claiming Lhat
Iraqi forces had bombed the city with chemical weapons. The bureau £iled
Video Selection Lists trom extensive Tehran TV coverage of the cily, and
on 29 March IRNA announced that Tehran television would Al a e e
documentary on Halabjah as well as relaying it for worldwide disbribution
via satellite, Although the bureau recorded Tehran television Nez Lwir s -1
that night and set up an intercept of twoe passfeed channhels for bhe
expected relay, the Proagram was not. moni tored,

4. Ihe local embass y asked Lhe bureauw from 11 teo Solar b Lo
watch for reaction from area media to the announced U. 5. decision on
closing the FLO office in New Yorlk.  Fe ponsive items e om Lncoming anc
outgoing’ files were passed to the embassy, but the vol wme and Lone of bthe
reaction was not remarliab | e,

3

1. Technical
1. The construction of the i Long-wire antennas i (e
compound was completed in Marchv, and 1 Ling is o be carried ouk in
April. The Lrench for the anlenna 1 oead chte cables were covel ed wl rd o Les
grounds were cleared and Leaveled.

STAT

Elhe Dureaw iromn 50 b Ao
frocn Live

G e,

B Frav i OF o aded Ly ge
bawd transmission Bpead on 25 March, al the
all-capitals Haudeol code to ASCTL, witlth Capid tal s

and 1 ower-

4. Erlra 1 owre
editorial and Lerlelvpe are

Rl Lighting il es wer o irstoacd Lod Gy Ul

e Eopuid pment recei veds Oner oo o ld T er
ADA~1hH, from Headaguartersg,

s Mot eds Povfe )

ére ELejutd e b Lravesd er v ey Orve Far i meLer Sal el o) foy
e Wi th Farioon microwaye Cammunications UL pment . Lo A ian B oo,
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III. ADMINISTRATION

M. Fersonmne |
i Send o Pk

daughter,

IR}
well,
2 Sernior Fditor

States'#or R&IC on 24 March.,

v, VISITS

i. EEC trmeni an mmnitwr‘

|
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Mother and daughter are daing

2 DY editors

their training programs, departing on
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‘amd

departed for
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Flan ot

STAT
STAT

STAT

STAT
STAT

comaleted ¥

1 and 3

Aprial,

Ball Chief

WYeosia Fureaa

respeclivel y,
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